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Brisbane City (Gladiators) Soccer 


DIRECTORY 


Sponsors: Stock 

Registered Offices: Newbery Street, Spencer Park, Newmarket. Queensland. 4051. 
Correspondence Address: Box 409, Alderley. Queensland. 4051. 

Telephone Number: 356 8834 


Club Patron: Mr C. Fiumara 
Trustees: Mr G. Rinaudo 
Mr C. Fiumara 
Mr W. Giugni 
Mr A. Le Mura 
Mr P. De Martini 


Board of Directors 
Executive: President: Mr G. Merlo 

Vice President: Mr S. Pappalardo 
Secretary: Cav. G. Canale, B.E.M. 
Treasurer: S. Martini 


Other Directors: Mr F. Battistin 
Mr V. Calice 
Mr J. Garufi 
Mr W. Giugni 
Mr J. Ponturo 


President Junior Committee: Mr G. Simeone 
Secretary: Mrs P. Simeone 


President Youth Committee: Mr S. Capelli 
Secretary: Mr R. Salvetti 
P.S.L. Coach: Mr G. Potter 
S.E.Q. Coach: Mr H. Schneider 
Senior Colts Coach: Mr I. Johnston 
Director of Junior Coaching: Mr T. Buesnell 
Masseur: Mr H. Watson 
Medical Officer: Dr K. Pearson 


Club Manager: Mr S. Cowley 


Message from his Excellency 
Sir James Ramsay, K.C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.C. 
Governor of Queensland 


I extend my congratulations and best wishes to the members, players and supporters of Brisbane City. Soccer 
is the fastest growing sport in Australia and the facilities provided by the new Stand are in keeping with its in- 
creasing popularity. 


Especially I single out Mr Merlo and the others involved for their foresight and energy in getting the project 
underway. It is a great example of the best kind of community service. 


per 


SIR JAMES RAMSAY, 
GOVERNOR OF QUEENSLAND. 


& CO.(OLD) PTY LTo. 
EST. 1957 


TA TERAZ20 


«Specialists in the construction of new tennis courts and other recreational areas. 
Built on the security of a concrete base for maximum durability, 


& using exclusively the superior acrylic system 


maintenance-free 


Tech-Tone 


when a tough, long-wearing surface is called for. 
«Also court re-construction, re-surfacing and upgrading of existing courts etc. 


47 Bishop St. ; 
KELVIN GROVE 
Brisbane Z 


WITH DUNLOP 
THE GAME’S AT YOUR FEET 


DUNLOF 
SrRORLS 
BOOMM/EAR 


Congratulations to the Brisbane City Soccer Club on building an impressive functional new grandstand. 


Brisbane City Soccer Club has achieved great success in competition throughout Australia. Its reputation has 
been gained through co-operation, initiative and tremendous effort on the part of players, coaches, 
organisers and sponsors. 


Strong financial support is essential to the well-being of any sporting activity, and | am sure that members of 
this club greatly value the commitment and continued backing of its major sponsors. 


However there is no greater sponsor than the general public. Soliciting community support firstly involves 
securing widespread interest in the sport. 


The new grandstand will help stimulate renewed interest in the already popular game of soccer. 
With growing public interest, a great potential exists for soccer to become one of the top sports in the State. 


I heartily commend the Brisbane City Soccer Club for its effort in promoting this fine sport in the interests of all 
Queenslanders. 


JOH BJELKE-PETERSEN, 
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND. 


Heiping shape 
COMOPFrFrOWece 
today 


Take a look ... wherever there’s a big, new building project taking place 
... you'll be surprised at some of the exciting things that Hardie’s are doing 
for tomorrow's buildings. The interesting and unusual shapes, styles and 
effects that are being created with Hardie’s versatile and long-lasting 
building products. 

Hardie’s Pipelines are used extensively in town water supply mains, 
~ sewerage systems, farm irrigation and many industrial applications such as 
mine tailings lines and waste disposal systems. 

Whatever shape tomorrow takes ... one thing is certain ... Hardie’s will 


JAMES HARDIE 
& Coy. Pty. Limited 


P.O. Box 188, Hamilton Central, Qld. 4007. 


BUILDING FOR A 
BETTER QUEENSLAND 


8550 


I am extremely grateful for this opportunity to be associated, as Lord Mayor, with this very important com- 
munity project, the new grandstand of the Brisbane City Soccer Club, here at Spencer Park. 


I have always been a great believer in the importance of sport particularly in the development of our young 
people. Organised competition imbues young people with qualities of perseverance and determination which 
will stand them in good stead in many fields of endeavour, sporting and non-sporting, throughout their lives. 


Soccer of course is emerging as a particularly important and popular sport in Australia and I am told that 
more children under 12 are playing this code than all the other football codes combined. 


That in itself makes this project a particularly important one for the whole community, but what I find par- 
ticularly gratifying, is the tremendous community involvement which is exemplified by this very impressive 
new grandstand, valued at $750,000. 


No organisation as closely involved with the community as my Council could ignore the contributions of in- 
dividual enthusiasts toward the construction of this facility. It is particularly rewarding for me as Lord Mayor to 
see such an outstanding example of the community doing something substantial and important to help itself. 


Please accept my most sincere support and well wishes for the future of your Club and the very exciting game 
of soccer. 


FRANK SLEEMAN, 
LORD MAYOR. 


Il nostro lavoro é anche fare di Roma 
il centro del vostro mondo. 


We're working to make Rome 
the centre of your world. 


d the deal 


INDOOROOPILLY 378 7555 
DARRA 375 5571 


MESSAGGIO DI SUA ECCELLENZA 
L’AMBASCIATORE D’ITALIA IN 
AUSTRALIA, DOTT. SERGIO ANGELETTI, 


IN CCCASIONE DELLA INAUGURAZIONE 
DELLO STADIO DEL BRISBANE CITY 
SOCCER CLUB. 


Il popolo italiano e’ stato sempre un popolo di costruttori e di sportivi, e gli italiani di Australia hanno 
dimostrato e continuano a dimostrare di saper ben coltivare tali doti. 


Lo Stadio del Brisbane City Soccer Club e’ da considerarsi un contributo in piu’ che gli italiani e gli australiani 
di origine italiana offrono al progresso di questa Nazione ed in particolare dello Stato del Queensland. Esso, 
inolire, venendo incontro alle aspettative dei giovani di questa citta’, si prefigge uno scopo oltremodo 
elevato, in quanto e’ sulle capacita’ fisiche ed intellettuali dei giovani che riposano le speranze dell’avvenire. 


Nel ringraziare le Autorita’ locali per aver favorito questa realizzazione che stava tanto a cuore della collettivita’ 
e dei tifosi italiani di Brisbane, mi congratulo vivamente con tutti coloro che vi hanno contribuito, e par- 
ticolarmente con l’'amico Gino Merlo e con i dirigenti del Brisbane City Soccer Club. 


DOTT. SERGIO ANGELETTI 
L’AMBASCIATORE D'ITALIA IN AUSTRALIA 


KOALA SANCTUARY 


LONE PINE 


WORLD’S LARGEST & OLDEST — EST. 1927 


cuddly koalas 


HUNDREDS OF OTHER EXCITING AUSTRALIAN 
ANIMALS 
INC. HAND-FED KANGAROOS, WOMBATS, DINGOES, 
EMUS, POSSUMS, GLIDERS, GOANNAS, TORTOISES, 
SNAKES, DEER, BIRDS AND PLATYPUS. 


11 KM. FROM CITY HALL 
VIA MOGGILL RD. & CENT’Y H’WAY 


RIVERSIDE PICNIC AREA, CAFE, KIOSK 


OPEN 9.30 — 5.00 DAILY EX 25 DEC. 
PHONE 378 1054 


JESMOND RD., FIG TREE PKT., BRISBANE 


As President of the Australian Soccer Federation I sincerely regret that due to 
my recent ill health I am not able to be with you today on this very historic occa- 
sion. It is however a tribute to Australian Soccer and the Board of Directors and 
members of the Brisbane City Soccer Club in particular, that His Excellency, 
= The Governor of Queensland, Sir James Ramsay, K.C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.C. 
_ is with you to officially declare open the new grandstand. 


For many years now the Brisbane City Soccer Club has set a fine example to all clubs not only in Queensland 
but throughout Australia and the professional manner in which the club has conducted its affairs and also for 
the great encouragement that it has given to the youth of Queensland. The Australian Soccer Federation has 
been fortunate to have the use of players from the club in a great many representative teams including the 
Australian national team. 


I congratulate the club on this major development and wish all concerned a successful and prosperous future. 


SIR ARTHUR T. GEORGE 
PRESIDENT, AUSTRALIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 


It is with much pleasure that we today welcome to Spencer Park, Sir James 
5 Ramsay, the Governor of Queensland together with the Deputy Premier Dr L. 
Edwards as well as the distinguished guests on the occasion of the official open- 
ing of the new Brisbane City grandstand. 


| This structure, which must rate amongst the finest in Australian soccer is a result 
of the hard and dedicated work of the management of the Brisbane City Club 
who must be congratulated on their efforts. 


The Brisbane City Club which is one of the few clubs in the Philips Soccer League to boast the ownership of 
its own ground, has now set an interesting challenge to all other member clubs of the League to obtain or im- 
prove their own ground facilities. 


It is indeed a privilege for Australian soccer to be honoured with the presence of such distinguished guests on 
this occasion and this must surely be a sign that our sport is now achieving its rightful recognition. 


To all players, officials and supporters of Brisbane City I wish a successful day and 1981 season. 


F. LOWY, A.M. 
CHAIRMAN, PHILIPS SOCCER LEAGUE COUNCIL OF CLUBS 


A PAULS ' 
BILLABONG. 


milano 


Milano Kotaurant Ficlon great pride in 


wstoclated with 


Bishane City Sas aes 


and wish them wall in the fabers, 


Today we are witnessing the most memorable event in the history of your Club and my Club — the opening 
of our very own, ‘The Brisbane City Soccer Club’s’ Grandstand. 


This ambitious project, which we have all been dreaming of, discussing and planning for has materialised, 


and let me say, on behalf of you all, | am most thankful. 


We should all be proud of this community project, which you, the members of Brisbane City, have embarked 
upon, and which you have, with wisdom and a sense of responsibility, fulfilled. You have answered, not only 
the needs of soccer itself, but have provided something positive for the players of today and of the future, and 
for that I thank you. 


On behalf of all our members and supporters of Brisbane City, may I say thank you to the State Government 
of Queensland, and the Brisbane City Council, without whom we should never have achieved our aim of 
building your new Grandstand. 


To the local firms and my friends who have contributed so positively with their financial involvement towards 
the achievement of the project, | say thank you, and may you all look forward to long years of enjoyable 
soccer watching. 


To the Architects, Engineers, Quantity Surveyors and friends involved in this project, to the coaches, players, 
and particularly to my Board of Directors who have backed and supported me throughout the past months so 
that we can all be part of this memorable event — my heartfelt thanks. 


May we all wish that this Brisbane City Soccer Club Grandstand continue as a symbol of achievement for 
future generations of the sport of soccer. 


MR GINO MERLO 
PRESIDENT, BRISBANE CITY SOCCER CLUB 


“Nanda... 
the Australian 
‘Company 
who sold 


ESE a 
“The brand you'll 
never spaghet” 


GENERAL CRANE HIRE 


FULLY HYDRAULIC 


RADIO CONTROLLED 


268 6188 


AFTER HOURS: 
269 7728 or 263 4999 


DEPOT: 44a LINKS AVENUE, EAGLE FARM 


CONSTRUCTION HISTORY 


Henry George Anthony Todd 


Spencer Park, the Home of Brisbane City, has now achieved a Big League status, with the opening of its new 
3000 seat Grandstand. The Grandstand commands the full length of the ground, providing patrons with an 
unimpeded view of the complete field. 


The seating is contained on one tiered platform rising from the edge of the field to a height of 6 metres above 
the ground. 


The entire upper level of the Stand houses the Media box and 24 private boxes. The private boxes are air 
conditioned and glazed with full length glass, and are fitted out to the individual company’s requirements, 
allowing the Brisbane City patrons the ultimate in comfort from which to enjoy their soccer. 


A huge cantilevered steel roof provides a support free spectator space 90 metres x 15 metres, protecting 
patrons from sun and rain. 


Housed beneath the Grandstand are the players’ change rooms and referees’ change room, toilets for the 
public, an ambulance room, canteen, and a warm up gymnasium. 


The Stand has been built on the site of an original wasteland adjacent to Breakfast Creek, and has a founda- 
tion of 60 piles founded to a depth of 10 metres. 


1500 tonnes of concrete and 100 tonnes of steel have been used in the construction of the building. 


Located close to public transport and with the provision for the parking of 500 cars on the adjacent grounds 
and the contiguous Italo-Australian Centre, patrons are provided with the ultimate in easy access to the 
ground. 


The new Grandstand, when combined with the bars, refreshment area and club rooms in the existing club 
house, will provide the Brisbane City spectator with facilities equal to those found in any soccer ground in 
Australia. 


ROBIN GIBSON & PARTNERS 
ARCHITECTS. 


CLUB HISTORY 


The idea of commencing a Soccer Club originated in the hearts and minds of a small band of Italian migrants, 
who not only brought over their culture to this their adopted land but also an undying love for ‘calcio’ or soc- 
cer as is commonly known in Australia. After much deliberation the ‘Azzurri’ Club was founded in 1952 and 
set up headquarters at Kedron Park. When we say headquarters of course, it should be understood that our 
club room was a small wooden shack which served as change rooms, storage rooms and for whatever pur- 
pose deemed necessary. 


Our original band of stalwarts headed by the then President, Mr G. Torrini, set about the task of gaining pro- 
motion earnestly, and in 1959 with little money, great hope and tremendous spirit won promotion into the 
Brisbane First Division. Due to this promotion the Club had to restructure its administration set up to cope 
with the then professionalism of Queensland’s Premier League, and in line with this moved headquarters to 
Pineapple Park, Woolloongabba. 


Azzurri approached the sixties with much optimism, but alas, other than finishing in the top four in 1959 and 
1965 the club did not score major success on the field as envisaged; in fact we were relegated to second divi- 
sion in 1966, but bounced straight back in 1967. However this period did produce wonderful and exciting 
football and we boasted no less than six (6) Australian representatives that wore our blue and white colours; 
these were A. Warren (Captain Australia 1960), C. Sander, G. (Bunny) Nunn, S. Kitchen, G. Kathage and 
G. Kruger. Whilst our trophy room remained empty during this period, the display of courage and deter- 
mination of the players was always evident, so much so that the fighting spirit of the club was well known and 
respected. The sense of grit, determination, fair play and hatred of defeat without a fight has flowed through 
the Club like a tide encompassing players, administrators and supporters alike even to the present day. 


However, the administrators of this period were quite busy, as evident by the change of club grounds to 
Heath Park in 1962 and then securing Spencer Park in 1963 in which Mr F. Brusasco the then President was 
instrumental. It must be remembered of course that Spencer Park then was a Council dump and that parts of 
the now playing area were the banks of the Enoggera Creek. Looking in retrospect it is understandable that 
most administrators in other clubs thought Azzurri were suffering with ‘spaghetti’ poisoning. 


Pursued by a dream they pressed on regardless and after 1,700 tip truck loads of rubbish, 2 metres of ash and 
600mm of top soil we had a pitch of high standard. 


The Club commenced fielding non official Junior Teams in 1968 and this proved such a success that the 
following year Mr R. Ambrosini and Mr O. Schiavon of the committee had six (6) officially registered Junior 
Teams playing in our colours. The club has now fifteen (15) teams and if not for the restriction of playing 
facilities this number could easily be doubled. 


We moved into the seventies with confidence on and off the playing field, supported by our past two decades 
of experience. 


On the field the team collected the following honours: 
Premiers — 1970, 1971 & 1976 
Grand Final Winners — 1971, 1973, 1975 & 1976 
Queensland Cup Winners — 1971 & 1976 


These honours were won prior to the advent of Philips Soccer League which commenced in 1977. 


Philips Soccer League achievements: 
Philips Cup Winners — 1977 & 1978 
Grand Final Runners-up — 1979 


All these honours were achieved under the guidance of coach Nereo Saftich. 


In the early seventies the team had two (2) Australian representatives I. Johnston and R. Kelly. Currently S. 
Perry who joined the Club in the late seventies has been a regular Australian representative. 


The administrators in the mid seventies had to cope with the demands of professionalism, such as improving 
club grounds, securing Junior grounds, construction of Club House in 1974 and raising the enormous funds 
necessary to keep the Club financial. This combined with the involvement in Philips League in 1977 has seen 
enormous changes in the type and style of leadership. Special mention should be made of Mr V. Calice (past 
President and current director) and Mr G. Canale (past Secretary and present director) as being two of the 
original and longest serving of the seventies administration team. 


Finally we come to the history which is being made today with the opening of the ‘Gino Merlo Stand’, the 
brain child of our current President. After two (2) years of planning and striving, of which Mr Merlo was in- 
strumental, this project finally becomes reality. 


From our humble beginnings the terminology may have been changed from ‘forza Azzurri’ to ‘go Brisbane 
City’ but the undying spirit has never changed. 


To close off we wish to borrow the legendary words of Miss Mae West when she said . . . ‘you ain’t seen 
nothing yet’... 


TASMAN 
CONSTRUCTIONS 


PTY. LTD. 


v4 


CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
Also Plant Hire, Excavation and Concrete Work 


Contact 
FRANK, NICK OR TONY MASINELLO 


Phone 262 4666 After Hours 
262 4377 268 2619 


Make ita 
Fourex,mate 


! IN 
The popular beer 


WV 


Major Sponsor 
Xl Commonweaith Games 
Brisbane 1982 


Hey, sport, 
you.could fly TAA 
for 15% less. 


TAA have just increased For full details and conditions 

the discount for sporting groups of TAA Group Travel discounts, 

to 15%. and the range of special services for 
The discount is available groups at no extra cost, contact 

to 15 or more adults flying your Travel Agent, or phone TAA’s 

together, and applies to Economy — Group Travel 

return airfares. Consultan HA, 4 
Sports officials can also Deirdre Fawke 

qualify for a 15% discount. on 33 2536 The Friendly Way 


EASY BRISBANE FORM WORK 


Wi are pleased to _— bean aisocialad with 


Hea construction of the 


‘Gine Merlo Stead 


and con waited ake the Brishane Cit ces Chib 
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on this fine Ja lavenwnk 


COACH’S VIEWPOINT ON 
NEW GRANDSTAND 


I personally would like to congratulate the Board of Directors on the magnificent job they have done in 
achieving a dream and that is the building of the grandstand at Spencer Park. 


Being involved with Brisbane City Soccer Club both as a player and coach I am proud to be associated with 
the Club at this time. 


I do believe that the building of the grandstand has shown just how professional the outlook of the Club has 
become and the professionalism both on and off the field will help Brisbane City become one of the best in 
Australia. 


There is no doubt that players respond to suitable surroundings and at Spencer Park now the whole set-up is 
soccer orientated which must and does, create the right atmosphere. 


Again I’m sure myself and players would love to see the grandstand full for every game which would create a 
tremendous atmosphere for the players. 


Congratulations again to the Club, the players and myself will do everything we can to encourage as many 
supporters as possible to come along and fill the ground week after week. 


Regards, 
GEORGE POTTER. 


TODAY’S GAME 


Today we play Wollongong City who up till present have had a tremendous season. 


We certainly are geared up for this one and intend winning the two points not only because it is a special day 
but also because we don’t like losing. 


Although the season is less than half way through, each game is vital if we are to stay up among the top six. 


The squad we have is quite capable of winning the league as the players know we still haven’t hit top form for 
a full 90 minutes and yet we have played well enough to get results. 


Naturally as a coach I am always looking for top class players but unfortunately they are not always available 
but I do feel we have quite a few young boys coming through who will be Philips League standard very soon. 


I would ask the supporters to get behind the team, as behind every successful team there are good and loyal 
supporters. 


Regards, 
GEORGE POTTER 


Top Left: G. Potter, K. Caldwell, F. Pimblett, M. Tripp, K. Wis 
Wilkinson, W. Wilkinson, H. Watson. 


i 


D. 


ees ~ 
Ratcliffe, M. Coe, P. 


Bottom Left: W. Conner, K. Lowe, J. Palinkas, J. McVeigh, J. Dunne, B. Hamilton, S. Perry, 


L. Gaffney. 


KIM WISHART 
JIMMY DUNNE 
DAVID RATCLIFFE 
STEVE PERRY 
LARRY GAFFNEY 
JOE PALINKAS 
FRANK PIMBLETT 
WILLIE CONNER 
KEVIN LOWE 
KEVIN CALDWELL 
BARRY KELSO 
BOBBY HAMILTON 
PAUL WILKINSON 
JOHN McVEIGH 
BILLY WILKINSON 
DAVID VINCENZINO 
MARTIN COE 


Coach: GEORGE POTTER 


TODAY’S TEAMS 


Brisbane City Gladiators Wollongong City Wolves 


JIM PRESTON 
PETER WILLIS 
TONY DICKINSON 
CHRIS DUNLEAVY 
JEFF AINSWORTH 
LEE ADAM 

BRIAN TURNER 
JOHN FLEMING 
CLIVE CAMPBELL 
JOHN LATHAN 
PETER TREDINNICK 
JOCK MORLANDO 
GLEN FONTANA 
BILL de GRAAF 
JIM McBREEN 
NATCH VADARESS 


Coach: KEN MORTON 


A better way of making fioors 


A GREAT SAVE 


IN SUSPENDED CONCRETE FLOOR CONSTRUCTION 
AND THAT MEANS MONEY!! 


PHONE TRANSFLOORS PTY. LTD. 
21 Ts? 


“Top gear for Top Soccer” 


BRISBANE CITY’S 
MATCH BALLS AND PLAYING STRIPS ARE PROVIDED BY 
UMBRO 
INTERNATIONAL (AUST.) PTY. LTD. 


Brisbane City 
Soccer Club 


is Soonsored by 


J editor Hn ¢ 


Stoney IGFLQ2 ELF 


BRANDY 


Should a player commit an infringement 
within the “penalty-area”—a defined 
space extending from the goal line into 
the field of play—a penalty kick is 
awarded from the penalty mark 12 yards 
from mid-point of the goal line. The 
goal keeper must stand on the goal line 
without moving his feet until the ball 

is kicked. 


Don’t run the risk of penalising yourself 
with sub-standard performances when it 
comes to colour TV. Philips portables 


. | SORE PHILIPS 24cm KA.910 
can be relied on for consistent brilliance —_unFivHF porTaBLE coLour TV. 


Mail .C. battery. Li ight— 
at home or away. poe or 12v D.C. battery. Lightweight 


PHILIPS] | Wewantyouto have 
the best 


BD-10-81 


